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( The boys and girls have surrounded Parpignol’s little cart, and gesticulate with great vivaeity:

some of their mothers come running $n 10 look for their children, and, finding them with Parpignol,
start sedlding them: one mother takes her litile boy by the hand, another tries to lead Rer little girl @ -
way by threatening and seolding, but all in vain, as the children do not want o leave,)
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(One mother takes her little boy by the ear, and ke starts to whine and whimper.)
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{They turn their pockets inside oui: they are empty: no-one

can explain the strange disappearance of Schaunard’s purse:
they look at one another tn amazement.,)
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(87411 uncertainthey point in the opposite direction. )
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They are com-ing from the right! No! from the

(Several windows on the square are opened. Some mothers with their children lean out of the windows;
others go out on their balconies. AIl speculaie excitedly about the arrival of the soldiers.)
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e square: the crowd draws back and

ﬁ?wrgéody looks to the lofi: the soldiers are about o enter th (3
some go 10 the right, others to the loft, while the friends, with Musetta and Mimi, formea group
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(The soldiers’ procession enters from the left, led by & huge drum-magzor, who handies his baion with
Skl and seriousness, and indicates the course of march.
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Ats horn in his mouth, follow. The come the students and working girls, skipping about merrily,
Joilowed by children, townspeople, and women, all of them marching in time. Ailthe erowd govs
off-stage, folicwing the retiring soldiers’ procession.)
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