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Chapter 1: At the Zoo

One December afternoon, Santa came to the zoo
to find reindeer for his sleigh team.He needed
reindeer that were strong, healthy and not preg-
nant. He wanted to use only one reindeer that
flew for him last year. He had his favorite in mind!




Santa walked over to the reindeer exhibit, re-
membering how helpful Megan had been last
year.He wanted to invite her,and also to find
other reindeer that had a kristier. A kristier is a
swirl attached to a reindeer’s antlers, that gives a
reindeer the magic to fly. Santa knew that he
could put a kristier on a reindeer that wasn't
born with one, but if some had been born with a
kristier, flying would be totally easy. If a reindeer
was born with a kristier, it could fly as soon as it
was born. 3



Megan'’s heart started béating faster as Santa

walked toward her exhibit. She hoped she would

be on the Christmas Eve team again this year.She

loved racing over the rooftops to carry Santa :

from house to house, and she really wanted to do

it again.She knew that she *
-was pregnant, but Santa

did not, so she set up her
blanket to hide her belly,
~hoping that he would
choose her anyway.




First, Santa chose Cora, the reindeer with the
largest kristier. Her antlers had a very pretty swirl
hanging off the side, which gave her the magic
to fly. Then, he noticed Megan’s husband Jack,
whose antlers were plain, but his muscles were
amazing. Santa remembered that he could add a
kristier to Jack’s antlers,and he would be able to
learn to fly beautifully.




When Santa had chosen 7 healthy new reindeer,
he invited Megan to be his leader.He loved the
way that Megan was really strong and patient,
and she had worked hard right through the end
of the night last Christmas Eve. Megan was so
proud when Santa chose her!



Chapter Two: Christmas Eve

Finally, it was Christmas Eve night!
The reindeer were hitched to
their harnesses, with snacks

for every reindeer.

Megan told Jack

that she might have a
tiny little tummy ache,
but she didn’t complain.




The first house had burned down a few years ago,
so Santa gave them special gifts! He went down
the chimney with lots of chocolate, new clothes,
and a few dishes.




The second house had 3 chimneys.The family had 12
kids,a mom and a dad!

While Santa tried the
first chimney, he no-
ticed that there was a
fire built in that fire-
place and it wasn't
safe for him to
jump down.
Santa walked
; to the next
chimney. It had
a fire in it, too!
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Megan was also wor-
ried about something
else:Would her baby
have a kristier? If it
didn’t, would it be safe
in the sky? She asked
her friend Cora to be
her midwife, and she
tried to think about
happy things.

Megan felt a big jump
in her tummy. She
knew then that she
would have the baby
TONIGHT! And she
hadn’t even told Santa
that she was preg-
nant! She felt as if
Santa would get
angry with her.
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Finally, Santa found a chimney that was safe to
go in.Megan watched him disappear. Her
heart pounded. She worked hard.With a gi- -
gantic push, a baby reindeer was born! Megan
was the proud mother of a reindeer girl! The
first thing she needed to know was: Does she
have a kristier?




Jack was the one who found out that the baby
had a kristier like her mama’s. The baby would be
safe in the sky! Megan was so relieved that her

baby had a kristier. She decided to name the
baby Lauren.
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Santa finally came out of the house that had 12
children living in it. He walked toward the
sleigh across the huge roof. Megan'’s heart
pounded, and she started shaking, because she
thought that Santa would be angry when he
found out her secret. All the other reindeer
were silent, wondering how Santa would react.
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Santa hopped into his
sleigh, ready to count
the reindeer. Something
seemed VERY STRANGE.
He counted eight, but
there was still one left!

It was the tiniest rein-
deer he had ever seen!




“Where did this baby come from?!” he shouted.
Megan spoke in a tiny voice,“She is my daughter
Lauren, just born, with a kristier.” Everyone held
their breath.

Suddenly, Santa broke into a smile.He thought

fora moment.
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“All right, Lauren may sit next to me near the
toy sack. Megan? Do you want to ride back
here, near your baby?""Yes!” said Megan.

Santa asked Jessica to go in the front instead,
then whistled to his team.

Jack said,”How are you feeling?”Megan did not
feel good, but she pretended to feel fine. Flying
hurt her tummy, but she continued on.
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When they reached the fifteenth house, Santa
picked up 20 toys and went in the chimney.
There were still a lot more toys in the toy sack.
Lauren was very excited about the toy sack, so
she spilled it. She smelled something very good
and it was a hollow chocolate Santa! She bit
the chocolate, and the head came right off!




Living in the 15th house was a little boy named
Alex. Alex was always sneaky, but last Christmas,
he stayed up all night long, hoping to see Santa.
Instead, Santa saw Alex! This year, Santa went
looking for Alex all over the house.

When he found Alex, he told him that Lauren

had just been born.Santa asked Alex if he
wanted to see a new reindeer. Alex said,
“yes please.”




Santa went outside to get Lauren to show the boy.
When he found her, he was shocked! He reminded
himself that Lauren was just a baby, and he should
not get angry with her.Cora was the only reindeer
free to watch Lauren, so he pulled Cora aside and
spoke to her angrily.

“If you can not
keep control over
this baby, | will
hitch her up in
your place, be-
cause | will let her
fly on the team,
and you can stay
here until morn-
ing.” Cora bowed
her head, thinking
this is so unfair, but
who can argue
with Santa?
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Santa popped back down the chimney to tell
Alex,“Sorry, but Lauren is not behaving, so you
cannot see her.”He asked Alex to go upstairs and
close his eyes, so that Santa could fill the stock-
ings in that house with the 20 toys that he had
brought inside.
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Chapter three: Christmas

The second to last house was the scariest.
The roof was flat with slanted sides, and the
reindeer could run around and get some ex-
ercise. Megan was the only one still attached
to her harness, because she was so tired
from the long night of giving birth and
flying a sleigh.




Cora was mad at Jack, because she had gotten
in trouble with Santa, even though she didn't
think it was her fault that Lauren was eating
Santa’s toys.“Hey, | had to take care of Megan!”
Jack said.




Cora replied,”But now Santa thinks that | am
not a responsible reindeer.” She shoved her
hip against Jack. He pushed back, but since
he was so strong, he did it harder than he
expected to. He gasped, as the sleigh began
to slide off the edge of the roof. What would
he do to save all the toys?




The reindeer were scattered all over the roof.
Santa would be back at any moment.What if the

sleigh crashed to the ground? He moved closer
to the falling sleigh.

Suddenly, he no-
ticed that it stopped
falling.He couldn't
understand why! It
seemed to be float-
ing in mid-air!




Underneath the sleigh, Lauren huffed and puffed,
but she couldn’t believe how light the sleigh felt
above her antlers. Her muscles felt very strong, and
she held still with her magic kristier. Prancer
gasped,“Look, Lauren is holding up the sleigh!”
and everyone cheered!




Jack called proudly,“Look, Cora, my little girl res-
cued all of us! She saved the sleigh from crashing
to the ground!”

Cora smiled. “Wow, she must have gotten her
strong muscles from you. She also got a kristier
from her mommy.We are so lucky!”




Megan told Santa everything that happened.
Lauren had saved Christmas Eve! Santa gave
Lauren a little pat,and promised her one last
Chocolate Santa, because he knew she loved
them.
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